Trailer rules

At best, a boat trailer is not an easy beast to handle.

At worst, it can be a dangerous liability.

Everyone who uses the trailer to get their boats to/from regattas has a responsibility to ensure its proper loading. DO IT PROPERLY, DO NOT RUSH.

DO NOT LEAVE IT TO OTHERS.

The person towing the trailer has the ultimate responsibility to ensure a safe journey.

The Captain & Secretary have the ultimate responsibility to ensure that proper standards are maintained.

Please abide by these guidelines to help ensure safely.

Loading method

The Captain shall create a loading plan in advance for fully loaded trailers (or delegate, e.g. to the person towing) which should be used by crews loading the trailer.

Otherwise use the basic guide below.

Fours always go on the top, otherwise load from bottom upwards to keep centre-of-gravity low.

Load boats bows forward, slightly forward of centre.

Load eights heavy (blunt) end forward - see Fundamental rule.
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FUNDAMENTAL RULE – There should be positive weight on the tow bar for stability. About 50kg is ideal. One person should barely be able to lift it with one hand.

BLADES – always put the handles as close to the tow ball as possible. This put the weight forward and make them more aerodynamic.

TRESTLES – put heavy trestles on the bottom, avoid putting them on top of riggers to save damage.

RIGGERS – if taped together they are easier to find.  Load from the front first. Point them all in the same ‘V’ shape towards the tow ball. Nip-up top-nuts to stop them un-doing in transit.

SEATS – arrange them in boxes, ideally in the middle of the trailer between the wheels, it bounces least.

TIES – Put minimum of 2 ties on each boat/section of eight.

Then tie ropes across the blades/riggers to make sure they stay there!

JOCKEY WHEEL - remove and store in car boot for the journey. Never leave attached.

HATCH COVERS - make sure they are all done-up securely before departure.

TAIL MARKERS - pull out tailboard and do up the securing handles. Use bright coloured ribbon to mark the longest boat

LIGHTS - test every time before departure

TOW BAR - double-check the nose-end weight. 50kg is the target.

The hitch should attach with a positive "clunck". If not, do it again.

Attach the safety wire to the tow bar, not the tow ball.

DRIVE CAREFULLY.

The ARA guide to trailer towing is published in the clubhouse.

We apply the following extra rule : do not reverse or turn the trailer around without supervision from outside the vehicle.

